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149th BALLINGER BELT NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS IN WELLINGTON
The Wellington team
is locked and loaded.

David Howie,
of Hastings,
and New
Zealand
Golf’s Paul
Fyfe and
Simon Poll.

Masterton’s Owen Whiteman takes it easy.

John
Whiteman
coaches
Diane
Crow on
the ﬁner
points.

Nick
Gillespie
keeps his
eyes on
the prize.

A stroke
of genius

With a belt in their sights
THE weather held out long enough for the
country’s premier riﬂe shooting trophy to be
snatched up by an outsider, Briton Jon Cload
taking out the 149th Ballinger Belt national
championships.
The Brits were all class at Saturday’s event
in Trentham, as 20 of their 21 competitors
ﬁnished in the competition’s top 50. Kiwis from
around the country also ﬂocked to the event.
But fear not, the country’s heirlooms will not be
decorating English mantelpieces just yet. The
belt is forbidden from leaving the country, so
second-placegetter Ross Geange, from
Otorohanga, will become guardian in Cload’s
place.

PLAY was stroke-for-s
stroke-for-stroke at the
St
North Island Men’s Strokeplay
Championships at the Hutt Golf Club
last week. Nick Gillespie
Gillespie, who moves
from Hawke’s Bay to Well
Wellington shortly,
was rewarded for consistency
consistenc when he won
a tightly-contested tournam
tournament, three shots
clear of his nearest rival. The 72-hole
amateur strokeplay tournament
tournam was
established in 1938.

Hawera’s
Noel Bennett,
left, shooting
the breeze
with Hawke’s
Bay’s Maurie
Gordon.
Levin 15-year-old Tyler Hodge, with family support from Phillipa, Brydie and
Marty, was at the front of the pack during the tournament.

xx
Cathy Smith,
of Wellington,
in a pensive moment.
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HAVE AN EVENT? Email Kylie Walker at rsvp@dompost.co.nz

Second from left, Chetan Sennik, from Britain, ﬂanked by New Plymouth
brothers, Sachin, left, and Sanjay Modgill, and Suman Modgill.
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